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About MAD

MAD

MAD is a global architecture studio founded in 2004 by Ma Yansong, led by Ma Yansong, Dang
Qun and Yosuke Hayano, with offices in Beijing, Los Angeles, and Rome. The studio
approaches architecture through its relationship to culture, society and nature, to design spaces
that connect environment, community and the individual.

For over two decades, MAD has pursued architecture that unites expressive form with rich
spatial experiences, seeking to answer the emotional and spiritual needs of urban life. Notable
works include the Harbin Opera House, China Philharmonic Concert Hall, YueCheng Courtyard
Kindergarten, Jiaxing Train Station, Quzhou Sports Park, Hainan Science Museum, Tencent
Tengyun Center, Shenzhen Bay Culture Square, and Anji Culture and Art Center in China, as
well as the Absolute Towers (Mississauga, Canada), UNIC Residences (Paris, France), the
Tunnel of Light (Echigo-Tsumari, Japan), FENIX (Rotterdam, the Netherlands), and the Lucas
Museum of Narrative Art (Los Angeles, USA).

Beyond buildings, MAD explores architecture’s role in contemporary culture through exhibitions,
publications and public art, including MAD X at Centre Pompidou, Paris; Shanshui City at
UCCA, Beijing; Ma Yansong: Landscapes in Motion (MoCAUP, Shenzhen; HKDI Gallery, Hong
Kong), and Ma Yansong: Architecture and Emotion (Nieuwe Instituut, Rotterdam). Publications
include MAD Dinner, Shanshui City, MAD X, MAD Rhapsody, Rethinking Social Housing: China
To The World, Untamed Landscape, and Tell Your Dreams.

Ma Yansong
Founder and Principal Partner

Ma Yansong is the founder of MAD. His practice moves beyond the conventions of modernism
and commercial development, emphasizing emotion, spiritual experience, and human
connection. In his vision, architecture is not merely physical space, but a link between people,
cities and nature.

Under his creative leadership, MAD has gained international recognition for its fluid, organic
architectural language. His work also extends into exhibitions, publishing, product design and
the arts, crossing disciplines and expanding the boundaries of architectural thinking.

In 2010, Ma received the RIBA International Fellowship. In 2025, he was named to the TIME100
list of the world’s most influential people. That same year, he served as curator of the China
Pavilion at the Venice Architecture Biennale, further cementing his role as a cultural voice on



the international stage. In 2026, he became guest editor-in-chief of Domus and was elected an
Honorary Fellow of the American Institute of Architects (Hon. FAIA).

Ma holds a bachelor's degree from Beijing University of Civil Engineering and Architecture and
a master's degree in architecture from Yale University. He has taught at University of Southern
California, Tsinghua University, and Beijing University of Civil Engineering and Architecture.

Dang Qun
Principal Partner

Dang Qun is the Principal Partner of MAD, responsible for managing over 150 architects and
overseeing the firm’s architectural projects around the world. As a founding partner, she directs
MAD’s strategic operations, cultural development, and design execution across a wide range of
project types and scales.

Qun’s leadership spans all phases of the creative and delivery process, from team formation
and concept development to construction and completion. With deep expertise in both design
and project management, she ensures each work reflects MAD’s values: clarity of vision,
technical precision, and meaningful connection to place. She also leads communication with
clients and collaborators, fostering alignment and shared purpose across disciplines.

Her strong interests in history, archaeology, and philosophy have given her a broad perspective
on architecture, along with a cross-cultural lens. These interests inform MAD’s research and
theoretical direction, grounding the studio’s work in a cultural understanding that extends to art,
architecture and beyond.

Yosuke Hayano
Principal Partner

Yosuke Hayano is the Principal Partner of MAD, responsible for leading the firm’s design
execution across its global portfolio. As a founding partner, he plays a central role in translating
MAD’s creative vision into built form, guiding teams through each phase of design and
development.

Yosuke has overseen the realization of many of MAD’s most complex and iconic projects, from
early design studies to final construction. His experience spans a wide range of typologies and
scales, and his leadership ensures that each project reflects MAD’s values of fluidity, emotion,
and connection with the natural world.

He holds a postgraduate degree from the Architectural Association in London and studied
architecture at Waseda University in Tokyo. He has served as a visiting lecturer at the
University of Tokyo and is currently a visiting lecturer at the Waseda Art and Architecture
School. In addition to his project work, Yosuke contributes to MAD’s ongoing design research
and exhibitions, fostering a collaborative culture rooted in curiosity, craft, and forward thinking.
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