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The BRIEF

In spite of a worldwide pandemic, the International School
of Prague utilised the 2020 summer break to undertake
improvements to their campus, including their Learning

Innovation Hub (The Hub).

Funded by generous donors the
Hub is a focused showpiece.

The International School of
Prague is the oldest and largest
International school in the

Czech Republic with around 900
students representing more than
60 nationalities.

FG Library & Learning (FG)

were approached by the Prague
based construction consultancy
Sentient, as they were looking
for a specialist British library
furniture manufacture to work
with on the refurbishment of The
Hub.

The large space, with its high
ceilings and full height windows
to one side was to undergo a full
makeover, with high specification
furniture and prestige finishes as
one of the key focus.

The space needed to be to be
suitable for use by students of all
ages, ranging from 3 to 18 years
old, whilst offering maximu m
versatility and flexibility for the
space to be used for alternative
purposes such as presentations,
meetings or events.

The project team responsible for
bringing this project to fruition
consisted of the International
School of Prague, Construct ion
Consultancy Sentient, Architectural
Studio Pespektiv and British
designer and manufacturer FG
Library & Learning.




The SOLUTION

In unprecedented times, when the whole world went into a lockdown, the project

management of the Hub started in earnest.

Unlike other projects, FG could not visit to undertake
a comprehensive site survey, rather the UK team
had to conduct all activities through video, phone
and email communication.

A challenge, which FG stepped up to, liaising with the
Prague based project members, adopting the use
Of lists and checks, with clear concise instructions,
All requiring a large amount of trust.

The installation occurred when restrictions in the UK
and Czech Republic were lifted, this time a logistical
challenge due to the Hub’s access, only capable of
allowing 3.5 tonne size vehicles.

Shipping over from the UK in 3 articulated vehicles,
meant double handling by the FG fitting team and
local labour.

Knowing these small but significant conditions,
which were included in the project planning, plus
tight quality controls, meant the project was
installed 100% on time, in full, and snag free. As the
heart of the school, the Hub furniture needed to be
versatile and robust.

To accommodate the need for adaptability and
multipurpose use, plus a high volume of users, FG
installed a bespoke version of their Landscape
Library Shelving. These are robust units with
concealed heavy duty castors, which are tried and
tested in high specification projects.

The specified finish of the furniture was to match
the interior renovations, primarily, high gloss white
and European Oak Veneer.

The use of white laminate, creating a clean
background, helping to reduce visual conflict. Also
supplied with the shelving were matching bespoke
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staff desks, easily identifiable as the Hub’s point
of help and assistance. Located centrally, these
provided comfort and expansive workspace,
whilst being positioned to maximise and maintain
optimum view points of the entire space.

Top quality product and a high spec design was
demanded to reflect the quality and standards of
the International School of Prague, a reflection of its
high level of teaching, staff and facilities.

FG were chosen due to its status and reputation
as a leading British manufacturer, designer and
supplier of Library furniture, accredited with i
nternational standard 1SO14001.

The Landscape Library Shelving with stylish
and classical design, plus with the ability to
bespoke project sizing, met the exacting quality
requirements.

Not only did the shelving meet the original brief, for
adaptability and versatility, it also contained future
proofing features to meet ever changing learning
methods:

» True mobility with castors allowing
reconfigurations to quickly change the Hub
space

* Angled columns to creatively join shelving units
(infill fillets and display fillets), establishing
multi use zones

* 3 way positioning system, to allow books to be
displayed in 3 different positions. A feature to
allow the Hub to frequently change the way
books are displayed in the space, and within
the shelving units
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The International School of Prague was a totally different type of project to work on due to the
complexity created by the pandemic, but was a clear demonstration of how capabilities, experience
and tight quality controls can bring a concept to life whatever the situation.
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