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The existing Templeman Library, at the centre 
of the Canterbury campus with stunning 
views of Canterbury and the cathedral, was 
designed by Lord Holford and constructed in 
three phases between 1965 and 1990. It 
has been frequently adjusted in its lifetime to 
accommodate changing needs of the growing 
student and research community.

In 2008 “A Vision for the future” document was 
created setting out how the Templeman Library 
could be transformed to create a leading 
21st century university library capable of 
delivering a comprehensive range of facilities, 
services and resources to the University and its 
stakeholders. 

Having secured funding, a national design 
competition was held in 2011/12. The 
ambitious winning design by architects Penoyre 
& Prasad has been developed in close 
collaboration with the University’s Information 
Services and Estates teams. It will provide a 
5,350m2 extension to the existing library, and 
refurbishment of the original building to create a 
contemporary, digitally engaged and resource 
rich, university library. 
The design approach will reveal its hidden 
strengths by:

 — removing sections of floor structure at each 
level in the central core of the building to 
let in daylight and create views through the 
building.

 — replacing the glazing with curtain walling to 
weave the new extension and the existing 
building into one volume.

 — design fitted furniture pieces to punctuate 
the existing space and combine with flexible 
mobile furniture to enable easy access to 
power and data.

The proposals will create a vibrant 
contemporary building for study, interaction 
and exploration, bringing together a variety of 
study spaces, versatile collection and exhibition 
space, and a distinctive engraved acoustically 
clad 250 seat lecture theatre and suite of 
seminar rooms. The treatment of the extension 
façade inverts the balance of the original 
brutalist architecture of the building to create a 
strong and holistic architectural identity. 
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This long-term, phased solution will create a 
step change in quality across the whole library 
development to re-emphasise its enduring and 
pivotal role within the campus. The newly 
enhanced ‘lawn entrance’ to the south is 
combined with improvements made to the 
north of the building which will create a cultural 
avenue, linking the campus along its North East 
- South West axis. 

Innovative techniques for stakeholder 
consultation including observation through 
timelapse photography and an interactive card 
game for students have opened up the design 
process and, through design work currently 
in progress, are leading to a distinctive and 
flexible interior design. 

Planning permission has been granted and 
the team are looking forward to working 
with Kier the selected construction partner.  
Erection of the extension and first phase of the 
refurbishment is due for completion in time to 
celebrate the University’s 50th anniversary in 
2015.
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 Completion due: 2015
 Value: £12m extension/£8.1m
 refurbishment


