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Client: London Borough of Ealing

Contract Value: £2.25 Million

Project duration: January 2008 – June 2009

Summary: Refurbishment

 

Bisset Adams was lead architect on the £2.25 million 

refurbishment of Ealing Central Library, with a new 

glazed mezzanine learning centre as a key feature. 

The library was transformed from a dark 1980s 

building hidden within a shopping centre to a bright, 

accessible and flexible space, with café, youth and 

children’s libraries, local history centre and learning 

centre. Bisset Adams handled the refurbishment and 

remodeling, as well as the overall furniture contract. 

The brief involved moving the library service from 

‘passive to active’, creating a welcoming and 

vibrant hub for community learning. Bisset Adams 

developed a brand identity based around the 

concept of dynamism and freshness.

Zoning the library was a key issue to allow different 

activities and noise levels - quiet study and children’s 

singing, a teenage library and the popular local history 

service, with an archive of Ealing film studios.

A vibrant entrance with café, quick pick book, journals 

and comfortable seating provides an accessible and 

welcoming impression to the visitor, with children’s 

library and toilets adjacent. 

 

The teenage library is near the reception, and local 

history collection and group study space to the other 

end of the ground floor beyond the main lending library.

The design focused budget on creating a well-lit, 

glazed mezzanine learning centre as a ‘beacon of 

learning and light’, acoustically separate from the 

main library floor.

Major upgrade of mechanical and electrical 

installations were a key part of the project as major 

issues emerged with the need for new heating and 

cooling systems; the learning centre was achieved 

with floor to ceiling glazing to make the most 

efficient use of heating and cooling systems.

The design was achieved with extensive consultation 

with both library staff and local people, to overcome 

some of the issues associated with modernizing and 

making a library more popular and busy. 


